Monument of Mrs Howard

By Joseph Nollekens, 1737-1823
Ink and wash, about 1790




Nollekens is one of Britain’s most celebrated sculptors. In the late
18th century his work was highly sought after by aristocratic
patrons, who commissioned him to make portrait sculptures and
memorials.

This is a drawing of what is considered to be his best work.
Known as Faith, it is a memorial to Maria, who was the first wife of
Henry Howard of Corby Castle, near Carlisle. They married in
1788. Maria died just a year later in childbirth, aged 23.

The memorial cost £1,500. It was installed near the castle, in Holy
Trinity Church in 1803. The scene shows the dying mother with
her dead infant daughter. She is supported by an angelic figure
who represents her Christian faith.
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